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o n April 17, a Parent Alliance Meeting was held for the families of those DEHI program par-

ticipants who receive Section 21 funding.  The purpose of the meeting was to answer ques-

tions regarding information sent by Jim Martin, Director of the Office of Aging and Disabilities Ser-

vices (OADS) to these families.    

The OADS letter explained the Supports Intensity Scale (SIS) assessment and how it would be 

used in the future. Anthony Zambrano, Executive Director, explained to all present that a SIS assess-

ment has been completed for all individuals on the Adult Section 21 Waiver and that this assessment 

will be used to allocate funding in the future.   

In an effort to inform families of these quickly developing changes, Mary Jordan, parent, and Chair 

of the Parent Alliance Group, felt it was important to hold a Parent Alliance meeting.  During this 

meeting Anthony Zambrano, Executive Director, explained the SIS and how each program partici-

pant, beginning in October 2014, will have to choose the services they want, and can afford, at their 

Annual PCP meeting.  He explained that there are currently many unanswered questions regarding 

this process, and encouraged families to contact Downeast Horizons or OADS directly by calling: 

(207) 287-9200 or Toll Free 800-262-2232 or visit their website: http//www.maine.gov/dhhs/oads/

disability/ds/sis/index.shtml.   

Anthony also informed the parents that we will have another Parent Alliance Meeting in late Au-

gust or early September to update them regarding the SIS as the state’s implementation date and more 

information becomes available.   

DEH has scheduled an Alzheimer's/Dementia Training for Thursday June 5th from 11:00 a.m. – 

12:30 p.m.   
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Parent Alliance Update 

Downeast Horizons Partnered with 

The Rotary Club of Ellsworth’s  

63rd Annual Auction! 

T he Rotary Club of Ellsworth has held an auction - truly a 

community gathering - for over 50 years. Every year, The 

Rotary Club distributes up to $20,000 to one worthy organization 

and gives special scholarships to local students. The auction has 

been a big success year after year and is the largest fund-raiser for 

the Club. 

This year’s auction should prove, once again, to be a 

record-setting event benefiting local charity and the 2014 

Rotary Auction partner: Downeast Horizons. 

This year, a large part of the proceeds from the auction 

will go directly to Downeast Horizons so the organiza-

tion can continue to participate in Special Olympics and 

provide other life-enriching activities for children and 

adults with Developmental Disabilities and Autism in 

Hancock County.  

 The 2014 Auction was on Friday, May 9th, from 5:00 

to 7:30 p.m. at Darling’s Auto Mall in Ellsworth, and 

was a fun-filled evening with lots of generously-provided 

live and silent auction items to bid on. Big Cat’s Catering 

catered the event. Twenty Downeast Horizons employees 

and BOD members volunteered their time toward this wonderful event. 

“Attendees had a great time and just like we anticipated, this was our most successful auction 

yet”, said Ashley Johnson, Ellsworth Rotary Vice President, “We are grateful for the support of 

businesses and individuals in the community”.   



 

S ylvia Monteux has been a 

resident at Foster Street 

for 25 years. “I like being a 

part of Downeast Horizons 

because it helps me be inde-

pendent!” said Sylvia.  Sylvia 

has been attending the Even-

ing Program for the past 7 

years and loves it! “I enjoy 

going to lots of different plac-

es and doing different activi-

ties at program,” Sylvia ex-

plained.  

Sylvia works at Reny’s 

Department Store in Ells-

worth 3 days a week during 

the summer season and 2 days 

a week during the winter sea-

son from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

While working at Reny’s she 

is busy cleaning bathrooms, 

hanging up merchandise and 

replacing broken hangers with 

new ones.  

When Sylvia isn’t at pro-

gram or working at Reny’s, 

she enjoys being at home 

cleaning and organizing her 

room. She likes reading books 

from the public library and 

watching Sci-Fi movies. Dur-

ing the summer season she 

attends the Monteux School 

to listen to music. “My grand-

father started the Monteux 

School,” Sylvia smiles.   

Sylvia’s goals for the up-

coming year are visiting her 

friends, going on more out-

ings with her housemates, 

helping her brother at his art 

gallery and going to the Win-

ter Harbor Lobster Festival! 

O n April 22nd, Downeast Horizons and the Epsilon Tau 

Epsilon Sorority from Husson University partnered up 

to celebrate Earth Day by completing our annual Earth Day 

Clean-Up at Williams Playground, on the corner of Newbury 

and Hancock Streets in Bangor from 10am-12pm. Bangor 

Parks and Recreation supplied cleaning supplies. Volunteers 

had a picnic lunch after the event.  

Giving Back to the Community 

M ay 7th was the beginning of Spring 

Clean-Up at Camp CaPella. This 

was made possible with help from more 

than 70 program participants and staff from 

Downeast Horizons.  

    On Phillips Lake, Camp CaPella provides 

a handicapped-accessible lakefront camp 

experience for children and adults with 

physical and developmental disabilities. 

Downeast Horizons provides community-

based services for adults and children with 

developmental disabilities and their families 

in Penobscot, Hancock, Piscataquis and 

Waldo Counties. 

“These activities enable our program par-

ticipants to volunteer and give back to others 

with disabilities who will enjoy Camp Ca-

Pella,” notes Tony Zambrano, Executive 

Director of Downeast Horizons. “Then in August, we come back to enjoy camp for a week.” 

Docks were installed in the water; the shorefront and yard were raked clear, plus volunteers 

helped clean up the lodge, the kitchen, the bathhouse, the bunkhouse and the Wild Adventures 

cabin.  

The volunteers appeared to enjoy their work, which was followed by a picnic lunch. A 

good time was had by all. 

In Their 

Own 

Words… 

 Like Us on Facebook! 

D owneast Horizons has been on Facebook since January 30, 2014. 

Three of our Senior Management Staff are administrators who 

oversee the site on a regular basis. Events, photos and information are 

some of the highlights that are added on a daily basis, similar to material 

on our Downeast Horizons website.  Please like our page and share with 

friends! 

Autism Public Service  

Announcement (PSA) at WABI TV 5 

O n January 10th
 
, six children and six staff along with Tony Zambra-

no went to WABI TV 5 to film our second PSA. This PSA will be 

aired over the next year.  


