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DEHI Hits State House for LD967  

M embers of Downeast Horizons, Inc. joined social services advocates from across the state 

for two consecutive mornings at the Maine State House at the end of March to advocate for 

LD967, "An Act To Ensure Access to Community Services for Persons with Intellectual Disabili-

ties or Autism."  

Here’s what’s at stake: Agencies face significant budget crunches without passage of LD967. 

The rate hike that helped DEHI and other agencies increase Direct Service Provider (DSP) wages 

by $1 an hour this year is set to be revoked as of July 1. LD967 would reinstate it. 

Without LD967, DEHI and other agencies 

face a double whammy: the next mandated 

$1 increase to the hourly minimum wage 

comes into effect on January 1, 2019.  

“Legislative inaction on LD967 would 

represent a troubling setback to many,” 

DEHI Executive Director Tony Zambrano 

said. “That’s why we continue to advocate so 

strongly for this bill.” 

While lobbying at the State House, Zam-

brano was accompanied one morning by a 

Brewer Center DSP and another by DEHI 

Board of Directors member Jack Dowling. 

They were able to meet one-on-one with 

around 15 influential legislators to urge them 

to fund LD967. 

*All events are weather permitting and subject to change* 

 DEH Bocce Ball Tournament: June 13th at MDI Center, 9:30 a.m. 

 Maine Maritime Academy Boat Rides: June 21st, 10 a.m. ride & 11 a.m. ride 

 Great Maine Lumberjack Show with Timber Tina: July 24th in Trenton, 11 a.m. 

 Diver Ed (Children’s): June 29th at College of the Atlantic, 1 p.m. 

 Agency BBQ Picnic: July 12th at DEHI MDI Center, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

 Margaret Todd Boat Cruise: July 19th at the Bar Harbor Town Pier, 10 a.m. 

 Scenic Train Ride: August 9th at Downeast Scenic Railroad in Ellsworth, 10 a.m. 

 Camp CaPella Week: August 13th-17th in Dedham 

 Diver Ed (Adults): August 30th at College of the Atlantic, 9:30 a.m. 

 Agency Annual Dinner: October 19th at The Atlantic Oceanside Hotel in  

Bar Harbor, 3:30 p.m. 



A rea children and adults 

with autism, family 

members, and caregivers 

helped raise nearly $3,000 

during Downeast Hori-

zons’ 10th annual Autism 

Awareness Walkathon in 

Bar Harbor April 17th.  

The two-mile walk be-

gan and ended at Agamont 

Park, at the bottom of Main 

Street overlooking the 

town pier and Frenchman Bay. Participants marched 

through downtown, where businesses were encouraged 

to show their support by displaying event posters and 

signs in their windows. 

The money raised through the Walkathon will help 

Downeast Horizons to continue to expand their Autism 

Resource Library, an important resource for many.  

“This growing library helps family members, friends, 

and staff to better understand the unique needs of those 

with autism spectrum disorders,” DEHI Executive Di-

rector Tony Zambrano said. 

Proceeds will also fund social groups, children’s ac-

tivities, and early intervention public service messages. 

A total of $2,959.50 was raised! 

Camden National Bank was the major sponsor of this 

year’s event.  

10th Annual Autism Walk a HUGE Success 

 

DEHI GIVES BACK 

I n what has become an annual tradition, Downeast Horizons 

staff, program participants, and families joined together this 

spring to help clean up important neighborhood sites in our 

communities. This year, we took part in two major efforts.  

First, more than 90 volunteers helped clean two Brewer 

locations as part of the Downeast Horizons’ Annual Earth Day 

Clean-Up on April 20. Program participants, family members, 

and caregivers collected trash and tidied up at Woodlawn Me-

morial Park Cemetery, on North Main Street, and Oakhill 

Cemetery, located on South Main. Following the work ses-

sion, participants enjoyed a picnic lunch at the Brewer Civic 

Center. 

A month later, on May 21st, a total of 80 DEHI program 

participants and staff helped with a Spring Cleanup at Camp 

CaPella. Camp CaPella is a much-loved summer retreat in 

Dedham that provides recreational resources for people with 

disabilities and their families. Most DEHI participants visit the 

camp every year! 

“Cleanup events like these offer great opportunities for 

those with disabilities to give back in a way that will help 

many so many others,” said DEHI Executive Director Tony 

Zambrano. “This is a day of community service everyone can 

feel good about.” 

O ur Autism Awareness public service announcements are short programs designed to educate 

viewers on how to identify signs of Autism and the importance of early intervention. We 

worked with WVII Channel 5 and The CW television stations to create and broadcast the messag-

es. Awareness is one of most powerful tools! 

Children’s Public Service Announcement  


