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M ore than 250 Downeast Horizons program participants, family and staff members joined Santa and 

Mrs. Claus for the annual Agency Christmas party. 

The festive event, held on Thursday, December 12th at the MDI Center, the original home of Downeast 

Horizons, featured tasty treats, Christmas carol sing-alongs, and personally selected gifts for each program 

participant.  

“I love seeing all of the smiles on everyone’s faces as they enjoy Christmas as it is meant to be,” said 

DEH Executive Director Tony Zambrano. “It is truly a joy to experience the holidays with the persons we 

serve, and to do so in a way that encourages communication and positive social interaction.” 

Every program participant received a Christmas gift, thanks to a $1,000 donation from First Advisors, a 

division of First National Bank in Ellsworth. 

“It is our pleasure to support Downeast Horizons and their holiday event,” said Lorraine Ouellette, First 

Advisors Vice President/Senior Administration & Com-

pliance Officer.  

The spirit of seasonal giving was evident across the 

agency, as each of DEHI’s 170 staff members received a 

surprise holiday bonus, for a sum total $169,000. 

“We couldn’t do what we do nearly as well, nor with 

such grace and professionalism, without the hard work 

of our dedicated staff members,” Zambrano said. “We 

are so grateful to each and every one of them.” 

*All events are weather permitting and subject to change* 

 Winter Special Olympics – February 10th -11th at Hermon Mountain 

 Swimming Special Olympics – March 11th at Husson University 

 Basketball Special Olympics – March 18th at UMO 

 Downeast Horizons Autism Walk – April 21st at Agamont Park, Bar Harbor 

 Special Olympics State Swim – April 28th at Bates College 

 Downeast Horizons Color Fun 5K – May 16th at the DEHI Ellsworth Center 

 Special Olympics State Summer Games – June 5th-7th at UMO 

 Agency BBQ – July 9th at the DEHI MDI Center 

 Camp CaPella – August 17th-21st on Phillips Lake, Dedham 

 Agency Annual Dinner – October 17th at Jeff’s Catering, Brewer 

 Agency Christmas Party – December 10th at DEHI MDI Center 

 Children’s Christmas Party – December 16th at DEHI Ellsworth Center 

Agency Christmas Party 



2019 Annual Dinner—

NEW LOCATION 

DEHI Brewer Center Continues to Grow 

T he Dirigo Drive facility will nearly triple in size and 

Downeast Horizons could add up to 20 employees 

there over the next year as part of a $2.5 million expansion 

project. 

The addition will add 8,400-square-feet to the current, 

5,000-square-foot facility in order to meet growing de-

mands for DEHI programs. The construction project is be-

ing done by Robert Perry Builders of Hermon.    

The Brewer Center is just three years old but programs 

are already outgrowing the space, said agency executive 

director Anthony Zambrano. 

“In 2016 we were serving 15 adults and 30 children and 

had about 20 employees. Today, we are serving almost 60 

adults and 60 children and have 65 employees,” Zambrano 

said. “Based upon current trends, we conserva-

tively anticipate a 15-to-30-percent growth of 

both these programs in 2019 and 2020, along with 

an increase of 20 employees.”    

The new addition will add four program rooms, 

four offices, four bathrooms, a large meeting 

room, and indoor gymnasium. The current facility 

has four program rooms and nine offices. 

The Dirigo Drive facility is located on seven 

acres of land that Downeast Horizons purchased 

in 2016. The property includes three acres set 

aside as a conservation protection zone.   

“Because of the unique needs of our program 

participants, we strongly believe that building an 

addition is the best option for meeting both our 

present and anticipated needs,” Zambrano said. 

DEHI Celebrates  

45 Years! 

D owneast Horizons turned 45 in 2019, 

and what better way to celebrate that 

at the Annual Dinner. The congenial event 

was held at Jeff’s Catering in Brewer on 

Friday, October 18th, and included more 

than 400 program participants, parents 

and guardians, Downeast Horizons staff, 

and members of the DEHI Board of Di-

rectors. 

What an incredible event the Annual 

Dinner has become, and what a great ex-

ample of the importance of inclusivity and 

respect for all. Program participants were 

able to socialize with each other, spend 

time with their families, and simply have 

a good time at this event. More than once, 

guests, and guest speakers, could be heard 

using the word “family” to describe the 

DEH community. 

In the final speech of the evening, 

DEHI Executive Director Tony Zambrano 

thanked the program participants, parents, 

guardians, members of the Board of Di-

rectors, and members of the staff for help-

ing him in his work.  

“Thanks to all of us, we have trans-

formed Downeast Horizons into one of 

the largest and most well-respected agen-

cies in Downeast and Central Maine,” 

Zambrano said. 

The Agency Dinner is an important 

time to reflect on the important work we 

do and to celebrate the wonderful people 

that participate in our programs. The din-

ner shows us that inclusive, participatory 

activities can truly help children and 

adults with developmental disabilities to 

enjoy their lives. 

Downeast Horizons is proud of our soccer team!  

Eastern Maine Champs for the THIRD year in a row!  


